STOP THE WAR COALITION STATEMENT ON LIBYA

March 23, 2011

The Stop the War Coalition, Sydney, strongly condemns United Nations Security Council Resolution 1973 passed on March 18, 2011, which allowed the US-led attack on Libya.

Once more, we see the double standards of the big powers at the United Nations Security Council. Why was there no declaration of a "no-fly zone" when Israel indiscriminately bombed civilians in Gaza or when Yemen and Bahrain (with the support of Saudi Arabia) slaughtered democracy protesters? 

While the UN resolution is dressed up as an attempt to safeguard civilian lives, in reality it is a war against the Libyan people and an attempt to curb the people power revolts sweeping North Africa and the Middle East.

The US, Britain and France are looking to preserve their power even as they lose their autocratic allies. 

As part of the "no-fly zone", the US, Britain and France have launched massive air attacks on Libya. Missiles have destroyed infrastructure and hospitals, and men, women and children have been killed. 

While the UN resolution states that the objective of the intervention in Libya is to protect Libyan civilians, US and French leaders have admitted that their objective is to remove the Ghaddafi regime.

This criminal intervention violates Libya's sovereignty and may prolong the civil war.

While the West uses this latest aggression in Libya to revive the blood-soaked policy of "liberal interventionism", we should remember Iraq and Afghanistan where all sorts of "humanitarian" reasons were given for the invasion and occupation -- to which there is still no end in sight.

The Australian government must not support the US-NATO attack on Libya. 

As the invasions and occupations Iraq and Afghanistan show democracy cannot be imposed from the outside. 

For more information and for upcoming protests in solidarity with the Libyans and the people power movements across the Middle East visit our website.

